My Three Years in America

(d)  That  systematically  increased  coercion of neutrals,
on the principle that " Might is right/' is stopping trade
with Germany across the land frontiers, with a view to
completing the starvation blockade of the non-combatarit"
population of the Central Powers.
(e)  That Germans who are found at sea by our demies
are robbed of their liberty regardless of whether they are
combatants or non-combatants.
(/) That our enemies have armed their merchant ships
for attack, and have thus made impossible the use of sub-
marines in accordance with the principles of the Declaration
of London.
The English White Book, of the 5th January, 1916, with
regard to the restriction of German commerce, boasts that
through these measures Germany's export trade has been almost
completely stopped, and that her imports have been made
dependent on the good-will of England,
The Imperial Government may hope that, in view of the
friendly relations that have existed between the two countries
for a hundred years, the standpoint herein laid down will meet
with the sympathy of the people of the United States, in spite
of the increased difficulty of mutual understanding brought about
by the conduct of our enemies.
The last words of this Memorandum were vigorously com-
mented on by the American Press as a proof that we wished to
appeal, not to the American Government, but to the American
people as a result of the movement which had be6n set on foot
in Congress, and especially in the Senate, that American citizens
should be prohibited from travelling on the armed merchant
vessels of combatant States.
The struggle which was at that time being waged in Con-
gress has been greatly exaggerated in Germany. At home it
was thought that the weight of opinion in Congress in favour of
the warning of passengers was very great. On the pro-German
Side ia New York it was thought that Congress was anxious to
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